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November 2008 
Newsletter 

November Meeting 
Helena Outdoor Club continues 
its fall program meetings on 
Wednesday, November 5 at 7 

pm in the large meeting room of the Lewis and 
Clark Public Library.  The program is free and open 
to the public. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bruce Newell will present "The B-List: 
Backcountry, Backpacks, Bikes, and Boats,"   
a year long celebration of the joys of living in the 
Rockies, featuring backcountry skiing in the Tetons 
and BC Rockies, backpacking the Boulder Mail 
Trail in Utah, bicycling near the Big Hole and near 
Helena, and boating in British Columbia's pristine 
backcountry boating location: Murtle Lake.   
 
Bruce is a year-round backcountry adventurer; his 
photos will show skiing from huts in Canada and 
Wyoming and spring backpacking with his family 
in Utah where his daughter was trapped in 
quicksand. Canoe trips with family and 
friends included Wells Gray Provincial Park in the 

Cariboo Mountains where Murtle Lake is North 
America's largest lake set aside for paddlers only.  
Rounding out the year are bicycle trips encircling 
Montana's Big Hole Valley, Trout 
Creek Canyon (featuring York burgers) and the 
Nicholson Rail Trail system in South Dakota.  
 

November Trips 
 
Trips are weather dependent and may be canceled at 
the discretion of the trip leader.  If there is enough 
snow in November, ski or snowshoe trips will be 
announced through the HOC Yahoo group e-mail.   
  
Tuesday evening hikes will continue at 5:30 pm 
meeting at the parking lot west of the Library on 
Park Avenue.  Bring a headlamp or flashlight and 
have a quick walk before dinner!  Call JoAnne at 
449-7971 for more information.  
  
November 8 (Saturday)  Bike the dirt road from 
Sieben to Silver City.  It's about 12 miles.  Call 
JoAnne at 449-7971 for details.  
  
November 15 (Saturday) Sun River Wildlife 
Management Area west of Augusta.  An all day trip, 
or you may wish to arrange to stay over and hike 
again on Sunday.  There's no hunting in the area and 
it has Sawtooth Ridge and the Rocky Mountain 
Front for a backdrop. Call Mary Alice at 495-8787 
for details.  
  
November 22 (Saturday) Mount Helena Ridge 
Trail, if conditions allow.  Wear bright colors or 
blaze orange and call JoAnne at 449-7971 for more 
information.  
  

Announcements 
 
Jennifer Thompson, who presented the September 
Anapurna and Nepal program, is collecting pile and 
wool clothing for the children and adults of the 
Nepalese village she lived in.  Call 594-1095 and 
she will pick up any donations. 
 
Did you miss the program on the Rocky Mountain 
Front at the October meeting? See it on Wednesday, 
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Oct 29 at St. Peters Episcopal Church at 6:30.  Free 
and open to the public.   
 
Fun Martin Luther King Weekend at Elkhorn 
Hotsprings. 
 
X country ski, down hill ski, ice skating, good 
conversation, games entertainment, hot springs 
 
January 17,18,19 
 
Lodging plus breakfast & hot springs soak/ night is 
$33.00/person 
 
Dinners Sat. & Sun. night  only $23.00 /person 
...spaghetti & lasagna night & a chicken dinner 
night 
 
Accommodations: 
         The resort was built in the early 1900s. It is 
rustic but very charming. The lodge itself has seven 
rooms with one double bed, two rooms have two 
double beds. and one room with twin beds. There is 
one bathroom at the end of the hall.  We filled up 
the lodge last year  and also rented individual cabins 
......ones with hot water heat plus wood burning 
stoves...outside "johns". 
 
  Breakdown of costs: 
$132.00 for a couple to spend two nights  with 
breakfasts & dinners included. 
$66.00 for a single person for two nights with 
breakfasts & dinners included 
 
A snack table is also furnished by the club free of 
charge.  The lodge also has a cafe and bar. 
  This is a very popular weekend so call Jan or Tim 
Horan (442-1619) as soon as possible to reserve a 
spot.  The monies are collected ahead of time ...paid 
to Jan Horan.  This helps guarantee that we can 
reserve the resort for 30 people.   If there is a 
cancellation only half the monies will be refunded 
unless we can fill the spot, which at that time there 
would be a full refund. 
 
Downhill skiing is at Maverick Ski hill about ten 
minutes away .  Ice skating is at Bannock State Park 
(skates & hot chocolate provided) about 20 minutes 
away.  Groomed ski trails right around Elkhorn. 

 
Please call the Horans with any more questions or 
to reserve your spot.  Leave a message if we're not 
there.  We will take reservations on a first come 
basis.                                   
   
 
Important:  If you have access to the newsletter at 
our internet website �����������	
����
�	�����  
or at our HOC yahoo.com group forum and wish to 
quit receiving the hard copy of the newsletter, 
please inform Monique Mandali, 495-9206 or 
Monique@mandali.com.  This will help alleviate 
some of the burden of a labor intensive and 
expensive process.   
 
�
The Helena Outdoor Club is for everyone, regardless of age. Our 
Outdoor Interests are many and varied. This can include hiking, snow 
shoeing, skiing, backpacking, rock climbing, canoeing, kayaking, or 
anything else enough people are interested in. Most activities are 
free. From beginner to expert, volunteers organize and guide our 
trips. We offer a monthly newsletter and presentations on adventure 
and travel in Montana and around the world. Anyone can join—no 
experience necessary. 
Yearly memberships are $10/family 
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Thank you, and Happy Trails! 

Officers and Board Members�
Presidents Tim/Jan Horan    442-1619 
VP Trips  JoAnne Thun             449-7971 
VP Trips  Vacant                       
News/Web Jeff Dobb                  310-1293 
Treasurer  Mary Alice Chester   495-8787 
Database  Monique Mandali      495-9206 
Refreshments Becky Blend              449-2041 
Board Member Mike Pasichnyk        442-8722 
Board Member Toby Benson             443-3676 
Board Member         Gary Wiens              495-0533 
 
 
Helena Outdoor Club 
PO Box 135 
Helena MT 59624�


