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April  Presentation 
 
The Helena Outdoor Club will 
meet at 7:00 on Wednesday, 

April 16, 2008, in the large meeting room at the 
Lewis and Clark Public Library. 
 

 
  

Jo Anne Thun and Phil Cohea present  
The Boulder Mail Trail in southwestern Utah 
  
Six backpackers from the Helena Outdoor Club 
enjoyed this cross country adventure from Boulder 
to Escalante, Utah last fall.  Their five day, 15.6 
mile trip featured  12,474  feet of elevation gain and 
loss, and was the first time anyone from the group 
had been there.  The Boulder Mail Trail is located 
in the Grand Staircase Escalante National 
Monument and was established in 1902 as a 
packhorse mail route to link the isolated town of 
Boulder, Utah with Escalante.  By 1910 a 
patchwork telephone line, strung from tree to tree 
was Boulder’s communication route with the 
outside world, but a highway did not reach it until 
1940.  Signs of the telephone wires are still present 
today, reassuring hikers they are on the “trail.”  This 
presentation will feature images of some of the 
finest stretches of Navaho sandstone slick-rock on 
the Colorado Plateau.  

April Trips  
 
Every Tuesday Night, Starting in April we will 
have Tuesday night hikes on the trails around town 
Call Jo Anne 449-7971 
 
March 29 Sat: Exploratory Ski/ Lee Ridge 
Overlook Trail/ Lolo Pass Area 
8 miles point to point beginning at the Lolo Pass 
Visitors Center and ultimately connecting to the 
Historic Lewis & Clark Trail from a high ridge. 
Intermediate skiers. Unknown territory. As of 3-24, 
there is 9 feet of snow at the pass. Tim/Jan 442-
1619. 
 
Friday, April 18   
Hike the Wakina Sky/stairway to Heaven Loop off 
the Grizzly Gulch road.  It's a 4 mile hike partly on 
road, partly trail.  Leaving town about 11 am.  2 
hours or less from town to town.  Call Barb 443-
1159. 
 
Sunday, April 20 the Helena Ridge Trail.  If we are 
lucky we'll see purple pasque flowers, budding 
bitterroots and pink carpets of flox.  8 miles, 
moderate, about 4 hours.  Trail may still be muddy 
or snow-filled in places.  Leaving at 8:30 am.  Call 
Monique for meeting place.  495-9206. 
 
April 19 & 20   First river weekend trip Blackfoot 
river sections Cedar Meadows to River junction, 
camping at River Junction . On Sunday we will 
float down to Scotty Brown Bridge. You may 
kayak, canoe or raft these sections. Some 
whitewater experience preferred Call Jo Anne at 
449-7971. Weather dependant. 
 
Saturday April 26th Dearborn River all day 19 
mile adventure through a spectacular canyon. 
weather dependant for intermediate kayakers, and 
rafters. Call Jo Anne for details 449-7971. 
 
May 3 Sat: Dearborn River/ Rocky Mountain 
Front  
Canoe/Kayak/Small raft. Intermediate level. 16 
river miles. A beautiful float from Bean Lake to 
Highway 200. Three 4 foot drops and a ten foot 
waterfall. Tim/Jan 442-1619 
 



May 10 Sat: Square Butte Natural Area/ 
Highwood Range/ East of Great Falls 
A unique, historical, scenic bubble of molten rock 
rising 2,400 feet above the surrounding prairie.  
Spectacular & flat-topped, surrounded by eroded 
spires & populated with elk, eagles, and mountain 
goats. A photographers dream. Borderline strenuous 
hike. Tim/Jan 442-1619 
 
June 7 Sat: Metis Peak & Arches Mountain/ 
Rocky Mountain Front West of Choteau 
Trip begins and ends with a ford of the South Fork 
of the Teton River. This is a circular route to arches, 
across the narrow ridge of Metis Peak with a return 
down an unnamed gulch. These summits provide 
spectacular views of the Rocky Mountain Front, the 
plains to the east and 2 large arches. Strenuous: 
elevation gain over 3,000 feet, distance over 6 
miles. Tim/ Jan 442-1619 
 

Notes 
 
Important:  To all readers of the Helena Outdoor 
Club Newsletter. If you have access to the 
newsletter at our internet website 
(helenaoutdoorclub.org) or at our HOC yahoo.com 
group forum and wish to quit receiving the hard 
copy of the newsletter, please inform Monique 
Mandali, 495-9206 or Monique@mandali.com.  
This will help alleviate some of the burden of a 
labor intensive and expensive process.   
 
Advertisement: Helena Outdoor Club is in need of 
a laptop to use either by donation, loan, or purchase. 
Please call Tim/ Jan Horan 442-1619 or MaryAlice 
Chester 495-8787. 
 
As one of our valued trip coordinators, Vice 
President, & a very frequent trip leader Barb Belt 
made every outdoor event that she led special. 
Although, Barb will continue to help us lead trips 
from time to time, she has recently stepped down 
from her long held position. We ask for someone to 
step forward as a new Trip Coordinator for the club. 
The only requirement you need to be a trip 
coordinator is to have enthusiasm about the 
outdoors and asking people to lead some trips. If 
you wish to be a leader yourself, we will provide 

you with our experience. This is your chance to 
contribute to a long-standing club that will 
hopefully keep growing for many more years! Call 
Tim or Jan at 442-1619. 
 
Helena Outdoor Club 
PO Box 135 
Helena MT 59624�
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The Helena Outdoor Club is for everyone, regardless of age. Our 
Outdoor Interests are many and varied. This can include hiking, snow 
shoeing, skiing, backpacking, rock climbing, canoeing, kayaking, or 
anything else enough people are interested in. Most activities are 
free. From beginner to expert, volunteers organize and guide our 
trips. We offer a monthly newsletter and presentations on adventure 
and travel in Montana and around the world. Anyone can join—no 
experience necessary. 
Yearly memberships are $10/family 
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Officers and Board Members�
Presidents          Tim/Jan Horan        442-1619 
VP Trips             JoAnne Thun           449-7971 
VP Trips            Vacant(Please!!!)                  
News/Web          Jeff Dobb               310-1293 
Treasurer           Mary Alice Chester   495-8787 
Database             Monique Mandali     495-9206 
Refreshments      Becky Blend            449-2041 
Board Member      Mike Pasichnyk       442-8722 
Board Member      Toby Benson           443-3676 
Board Member         Gary Wiens                  495-0533 
 
 
2008 memberships are due.  Only $10/individual or 
family. 
Name: ___________________________________ 
Address & Zip: ____________________________ 
Email address: ____________________________ 
Mail to: HOC, PO Box 135, Helena, MT  59624. 
 
 


